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the Mediterranean, Cromwell assured him that this implied no
ill intent and that the English Government counted him among
their friends. Cromwell's foreign policy was designed to realize
his favourite boast that he wanted to make the name of an
Englishman as dreaded in the world as formerly that of a Roman
was. His success in raising the power and prestige of England
increased national pride. Edmund Waller in his panegyric
praised him for having made England a glorious State, the seat
of Empire, and for having forced all nations to greet each vessel
of the English Fleet. Heaven has destined England " to give
laws, to balance Europe and its states to awe ". The oppressed
from jail countries will henceforth resort to England, to crave
justice, and the Lord Protector shall then be known as the world's
protector.
Milton's idea of England's mission was that she should dis-
seminate the blessings of freedom and civilization among citizens,
kingdoms and nations. He saw in his mind " a noble and
puissant nation rousing herself like a strong man after sleep, and
shaking her invincible locks ". England appeared to him as
another Rome in the West. Yet he devoted admiring words to
the national character of the Germans, French, Spaniards and
Italians too. The duty of a free Commonwealth, wrote Har-
rington in 1656, was to relieve oppressed peoples, and to spread
liberty and true religion in other lands. " She is not made for
herself only ", but should be " a minister of God upon the earth,
to the intent that the whole world may be governed by righteous-
ness ". A stationary State, he further argued, was doomed to
weakness. The policy of the Republic must aim at increase and
not merely at preservation. If it was to be lasting, it must lay
great bases for eternity. If it was to be strong, it must have room
to grow. " You cannot plant an oak in a flower-pot she must
have earth for her roots, and heaven for her branches/91 Firth
says that Harrington in these words expressed the views of his
contemporaries. He seems to have been the first writer who put
forward the theory of " living space " for a nation entrusted with
a great mission. Nicholas Barbon in 1690 wrote that England
by means of her navy and the fighting spirit of her free and pros-
perous people was best fitted for founding a world Empire. He
proposed that an act should be passed granting naturalization to
all foreigners who purchased land in England. This would
induce large numbers of foreign people who were oppressed and
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